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Commission defends blofuels targets

MEPs r.éll for changesto
Commission proposal

UK report calls for slower
expansion of blofuels

Jennifer Rankin
jenriferrznidn@econcamistcom

he Commission has
E defended its plans to
increase support for
biofuels, despite growing
criticism of biofizels targets
as unworkable and environ-
mentally undesirzble.
MEP5 on the European
Parliament’s environment
commiittes voted on Monday
(7 July) to amend the Com-
mission’s proposal on re-
newable energy, watering
down: the Cornmission’s pro-
posed target of getting at
least 10% of transport fuel
from renewable sources by
© 2020, Of the 44-person
committes, 56 voted that the
share should be 4% in 2015,
followed by a review to de-
termine the exact target for
2020, The rest abstained.

Critical report

Thevote camethe sarme daya.
critieal repart was published
in the UK calling for politi-
tansto gow down theexpan-
sion of bicfuels. The report
from the UK’s Renewable Fu-
els Agencyargued that current
policies could reduce bicdi-
versity and increase green-

house . gas emissions. The
review concluded that the
EUsbiofuelstargetis “unlike-
Iy to be met sustainably’
though it added that a
“sustainable biofuels industry”
had a fitture. Ruth Kelly, the
UK’ transport minister, said
she agreed with its conglu-
sionsto "amend not abandon”
biofuels policy.

I March 2007, Tony
Blair, the TTK’s then prime
minister, along with the oth-
er FEU mnational leaders,
signed up to a target of get-
ting 10% of transport fuels
from biofuels by 2020.

* The Commission’s renew-
ables proposal is not re-

10%
EUtarget for amount of trans-

port fuets that should come
from renewable sources

stricted to biofuels and a
Commission spokesperson
saict that the authors of the
UK study had not read the
Commission’s renewables
proposal correctly because
its 10% target was for re-
newable energy, not biofuels.
But most cbservers have as-
sumed that biofuels will be
the major contributor to
achieving 2 10% renewables
target for transport fuel.
The spokesman said: “Tt
ig not that we are stubborn

in our 10% target”

Political changes

Anti-biofuels campaigners
sair this week that the polit-
jcal tide was turning against
biofuels. Adrian Bebb at
Friends of the Earth Europe
said politicians were “wak-
ing up to the fact that using
crops to feed cars is a disas-
ter in the making for both

péopleand natare”.
But neither MEPs nor

member states are united’

about biofizels. Last month
MEPs on the Parliament’s re-

gional development, agricul-

ture and transport commit-
teesvoted in favour of reports
that back the Commission’s
10% target. The industry
cormmittee, thetead commit-
tee on this law, must vote in

Septamber and all MEPs will
vote in the antumn,

EU member states are di-
vided. The UK, along with
Germany and the Nether-
lands, is most cautious about
biofuels, but many other
countries ave not opposed.

On Saturday (5 July), Jean-
Louis Borloo, Frances envi-
ronment minisfer, empha-
sised that the EUs target was

to get 103 of transport ener-
gy from renewables and not
from biofuels alone, He said
that "member states haven't
changed their minds’, but it
had "sunk in” that the target
was notjust about biofuels.
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