Let the market
decide future
of biofuels

The coming weeks will be -

detisive for the future of re-
newable energy. for trans-
port in the EU, with MEPs
and member states sat to
make erucial choices about
now much biofiels should
be encourazed and under
what conditions.

One¢ idea that appears to

be gathering speed with
soine legislators is to chop
the proposed 10% target for
renewable energy in trans-
port into pieces, creating
quotas for biofuels, electric-
ityand hydrogen ete. This is
misguided. Hydrogen and
electricity aré not renewable
perse, muchless sustainable,
Tobelabelled as “renewable?
they would need to be pro-
duced using exclusively re-
neivable energy sources and

-not foss? energy, as is
the case for more than 80%
of EJ electricity and hydro-
gen today.

In this context, dictating
that up to half of the targets
bemetby electricity and hy-

-drogen would mean trans”
forming 40-50% of the
transportobligation back in-
to fossil energy on the pre-
text of addressing concems
aboutbiofiels sustainability,
Those promoting such
schemes are' purpesely con-

“fusing two very different
concepts: on the one hand
‘energy carriers such as hy-
drogen and elechicity whose
main zadded valueisto avold
generating polluting emis-.
sions (for wrban transporia-
Hon only); on the other hand
tuly rtemewable energy
sources such as biofiels

. that wili help displace fossil
energynse.

Against thisbackground,
we should not lose sight of
the fact that the aim of the

“new directive is precisely to
promote renewable ensigy
sources, not electricity’as ean
energy canier. .

A 10% binding target for,
reneweble enexgy for trans-
port-with sitingent sustain-

-ability etiteria - is the only |
way. to enable industry to |

?;iakefnein};eshmnts need-
to.supply a meaningfil
quantity ot? sustainablebiofu-
els and develop new, im-
proved technolozies by 2020.
Industry fully under-
standsthefieed tobeableto
demonstrate Biofuels' eco-
nomie and environmental
" credentials. It is entirely
“tommitied to the develop-
ment of 2 sustainability eer-
tification scheme that will
enablebiofuels to play a use-
ful rolein reducing fossil fis-
el dependence and tackling
climate change,

“The reality is that, by
2020,the10% tarzetwill be
mbstly met by biofuels. But
there will of course also be
reom for other technologies
and it is the market that
should decide hovrthese de-
velop within the framework
of the ETTs renewable ener-
&y policy.
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* 15 MARING CANADA A G1OBAL PROVIDER OF OIL

5 YEARS AGO SHEML INVESTED IN|THE ATHABASCA OIL SANDS
N CANADA WITHOUT KNOWING VWHEN IT COULD ViABLY
EXTRACT THE OIL.

FIVE DECADES LATER, PRODUCTION FROM THE OIL SANDS

SOMETIMES IT PATS TO PERSEYERE [AND TO HAVE A LEAP
OF DAAGINATION 1M THE FIRST FLACE).
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